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exchange of Notes that began on z8th May : it was, in
fact, nothing less than a conflict between two political
orientations, or, more exactly, the replacement of one
policy by one radically different. If a less able diplomat
and a less courageous politician had been in power in
Paris at that moment, Anglo-French friendship would
have been destroyed. Milder Notes than Chamber-
lain's had served to awaken a storm of indignation in
Paris and mobilised all the slumbering resentment
against England. But a man was in control who could,
when he liked, play upon the instrument of public
opinion like an artist, and on this occasion Briand did
not fail to exert all his talents.

He summoned the representatives of the French
Press, explained the position and spoke so impressively
that the next morning Chamberlain could scarcely
trust his eyes when he saw in the columns of the French
Press, instead of the expected chorus of indignation,
expressions of the most cordial agreement. The
French Note was then amended in the English sense,
but before it reached the hands of the German Govern-
ment, as a prelude to the flutes of peace came the last
trumpet fanfare of the war; the Note of the Inter-
allied Military Commission which was delivered at
Berlin on 4th June.

Four months had elapsed since the German pro-
posals for security, and the German Government was
still awaiting a reply. Instead of this they were
confronted with a long list of German delinquencies,
and if Stresemann had not been kept very well informed
of the Anglo-French discussions, and had not been
aware of the imminent despatch of the French Note,
he would have regarded the report of the Military